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WELCOME

Before YouBegin

Almost every owner has a recall that works at home and falls apart
exactly when it matters. Your dog comes when there's nothing better
to do, and vanishes the moment there is. That gap isn't a training
failure — it's a missing progression. Recall is the one command
where 'usually' isn't good enough, because the situations where it
fails are the situations that involve roads, other dogs, and wildlife.
This guide is the advanced work: rebuilding the cue so it always
pays, grading every distraction into a ladder you can climb in order,
using a long line as the safe bridge to real freedom, and proofing in
the places where recall normally breaks. A word before you start:
work at your own dog's pace, keep your dog on a long line until the
evidence says otherwise, and never unclip anywhere you wouldn't be
comfortable with your dog choosing to ignore you. Freedom is
earned in small, boring, repeatable steps. Let's build it properly.

— The CPC Dog Training Team









CHAPTER 1

What Makes Recall Fail

Before rebuilding, it's worth understanding why the recall you
have stopped working. In almost every case it comes down to
three things — and all three are fixable once you can name
them.

The poisoned cue

The most common Killer is that 'come' has come to predict something
your dog doesn't want. You call, and the walk ends. You call, and the
leash goes on. You call, and they get a bath, or a scolding for not
coming fast enough. Dogs are excellent at spotting these patterns.

Once the word predicts a loss of freedom, recall becomes a gamble
your dog frequently declines. The word itself isn't broken — its
meaning has been rewritten. This is the single most important thing to
fix, and the next chapter does exactly that.

Your dog isn't ignoring you. They're

doing the maths — and right now the
squirrel is paying better.

Thin reinforcement history

The second issue is that most recalls simply haven't been paid enough.
A dog who has been rewarded a few dozen times for coming back is









CHAPTER 2

Rebuilding the Foundation

If your recall cue has been poisoned or under-paid, the fastest
route forward is a clean restart: a brand-new word with no
history, charged properly from scratch. It takes about two
weeks and it's worth every session.

Pick a fresh word

Choose a cue you have never used carelessly — 'here’, 'to me', a
whistle, anything distinct. A whistle is genuinely excellent because it
sounds identical no matter how frustrated you feel, and it carries much
further than your voice.

Retire the old word entirely for now. Don't try to rehabilitate 'come’
while you're building the new one; you'll blur them together. The old
cue can come back later once the new one is genuinely strong.

A recall is a bank account. Most

owners try to withdraw from one they
never funded.

Charge it with pure payoff

For the first week, the new cue never means 'you must come.' It means
'something wonderful is happening.' Say the word when your dog is
already walking toward you and deliver something exceptional — roast









There is no shortcut up the ladder. But
every rung you climb properly is one
you never have to climb again.










The long line isn't a restriction. It's the
thing that makes real freedom safe to
give.










Call your dog away from something
wonderful, then send them back to it.
Do that enough and coming back
stops costing anything.










The recall you never use is the one
that will still work on the day you
desperately need it.
















